


Tools for 
thinking 
theologically. 



Have Life Fast

January 18-20

3 days jump 
start 

Fruit & 
Vegetables 
only



Have Life Fast

Every Monday

January 25 –
March 29



Have Life Fast

Monday’s are  
Liquids Only

No coffee or 
Caffine. 



2 Timothy 2:15 (AV) 
Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, 
a workman that 
needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of 
truth.





Example 1: Esther

•Esther 1:11–12 (NASB95) to bring Queen Vashti 
before the king with her royal crown in order to 
display her beauty to the people and the princes, 
for she was beautiful. 12 But Queen Vashti 
refused to come at the king’s command 
delivered by the eunuchs. Then the king became 
very angry and his wrath burned within him.



Example 2: The wine maker

•John 15:1–2 (NASB95) “I am the true vine, and 
My Father is the vinedresser. 2 “Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so 
that it may bear more fruit.



•John 15:6 (NASB95) “If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; 
and they gather them, and cast them into the 
fire and they are burned.



The bible can never 
mean what it never 
meant. 



1. The patriarch 
mentality. 

2. Author

3. Audience

4. Social condition

5. Financial 
placement

6. Meaning 



•Matthew 5:3 (NASB95) — 3 “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

•Philemon 10 (NASB95) — 10 I appeal to you for 
my child Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my 
imprisonment,







•The closest natural equivalent translation 
attempts to be exactly what its name implies. 
Above all else, it provides readers with the 
meaning equivalent to the source language 
(Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek in the case of the 
Bible in the target language (English in the case 
of God’s Word). -God’s word to the nation’s mission society



•Second and equally important, it seeks ways to 
express the meaning naturally in a way that 
native English speakers would have spoken or 
written. -God’s word to the nation’s mission society



•Finally, it expresses the meaning naturally in a 
way that is a close as possible to the way the 
source language expressed the meaning. -God’s word to the 

nation’s mission society





NASB, NKJV, KJV, ESV, NET, 

•Word for Word

•Meaning for Meaning

•Thought for Thought 

•Paraphrase 



Key Terms

•Sola scriptura: by scripture alone in English, is a 
theological doctrine held by some Protestant 
Christian denominations that the Christian 
scriptures are the sole infallible source of 
authority for Christian faith and practice. 



Key Terms

• Imago Dei: The Latin translation of “image of 
God,” this term is used to describe God creating 
mankind in His image, resulting in every single 
person having immense worth, value, and the 
unique ability to reflect and connect with the 
Creator. 



Key Terms

•Homo-ousia: Homo = same, Ousia = substance.  
A Greek term, literally meaning ‘‘of the same 
substance,’’ Christological belief that Jesus Christ 
is of the same substance as God. The term was 
polemical, being directed against the Arian view 
that Christ was ‘‘of similar substance 
(homoiousios)’’ to God. 



Key Terms

•Ex Nihilo: Out of nothing. Creation was 
produced out of nothing and from nothing. 



Key Terms

•Hermeneutics: The art and science of studying 
the Bible using helpful methods and tools that 
leads to interpreting the Bible. The principles of 
how a reader gets meaning from a text. 
Conservative hermeneutics seek to determine 
the meaning intended by the author of the text. 



Key Terms

•Exegesis: The science of textual interpretation, 
usually referring specifically to the Bible. The 
term ‘‘biblical exegesis’’ basically means ‘‘the 
process of interpreting the Bible.’’ The specific 
techniques employed in the exegesis of Scripture 
are usually referred to as ‘‘hermeneutics.’’ 



Key Terms

•Eisegesis is when a reader imposes their 
interpretation of the text. Thus exegesis tends to 
be objective; and eisegesis, highly subjective.



Key Terms

• Inerrancy: the belief that the Bible is without 
error in what God intended to communicate 
through the writers. 



Key Terms

•Septuagint: the name for the Greek translation 
of the OT, done by Jews within the Greek culture 
of Alexandria Egypt, from about 250 -150 BC. 
This is one of the earliest translations and was 
the Bible of the Early Church. 



Key Terms

•Monotheism: The belief that there is one God. 
Poly means many. Polytheism means that there 
are many Gods. Jews are monotheistic, but some 
think that Christianity is polytheism because of 
our view of the trinity. 



Key Terms

•Missio Dei: the mission of God. The father and 
spirit sending the son, then the father and the 
son sends the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit 
sends the people. Missions ministry. 



The Trinity

• One God and One Only

• Exists in three Persons

• Equal and Eternal

• Worthy of equal praise and worship

• Distinct yet acting in unity

• Constituting the one true God of the Bible

• One in Essence

• Three in Person



The Trinity

•***I do not like***

•Water…Steam…Ice = means that God can only be one 
thing at a time. 

•***Better***

•Man is body, soul & spirit

•***Best***

• I am a son, husband & father



The Trinity

• Jesus' baptism—Matthew 3:13-17 (voice of the 
Father, Son baptized, Spirit descending like a 
dove). Matthew 3:16–17 (NASB95) — 16 After being 
baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; 
and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on 
Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+3%3a13-17


The Trinity

• Salvation—1 Peter 1:2 (chosen by the Father, 
sanctified by the Spirit, sprinkled with the blood of 
Jesus). 1 Peter 1:2 (NASB95) — 2 according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be 
sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be 
yours in the fullest measure.

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=1pe+1%3a2


The Trinity

• Sanctification—2 Corinthians 13:14 (grace of the Lord 
Jesus, love of God, fellowship of the Holy Spirit). 2 
Corinthians 13:14 (NASB95) — 14 The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=2co+13%3a14


The Trinity

•Christian Baptism—Matthew 28:19 (baptized in one 
name, yet three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit). Matthew 28:19 (NASB95) — 19 “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit,

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+28%3a19


The Trinity

•Christian Growth—2 Thessalonians 2:13 (chosen by 
God, loved by the Lord, sanctified by the Spirit). 2 
Thessalonians 2:13 (NASB95) — 13 But we should 
always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved 
by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the 
beginning for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and faith in the truth.

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=2th+2%3a13




The Gospels

• There are four gospels that tell the same story and are 
100% true.

• The greatest historical narrative that will ever be 
written could not be told from one person alone.

• John 21:25 (NASB95) — 25 And there are also many 
other things which Jesus did, which if they were 
written in detail, I suppose that even the world itself 
would not contain the books that would be written.



The Gospels

•BC & AD: Before Christ & After Death

•BCE & CE: Before Common Era & Common Era

•AD really means “Anno Domin.” Translates to “in 
the year of the Lord” 

•The date “0” is the year Jesus was born

•The year “33” represents the death of Jesus. 



Dating the Gospels

• The book of Mark was written 30 to 35 years after the 
death of Jesus.

•Mark – 64-70; Luke & Matthew – 80; John – 90



Mark

•An admirer. Attended prayer meetings. 
•The upper room may have been his mother’s home. 
•Ear hustler. 

•Mark 14:51–52 (NASB95) — 51 A young man was 
following Him, wearing nothing but a linen sheet 
over his naked body; and they seized him. 52 But 
he pulled free of the linen sheet and escaped 
naked.

•Jesus is the suffering servant.



Luke

•He was a traveling companion of Paul and was very 
intricate in categorizing the Acts of the apostles. Acts 
1:1 (NASB95) — 1 The first account I composed, 
Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and 
teach,

•Physician, historian and researcher. Used Mark 
as a foundation to write. 
•Written to non-Jews, Greeks & Romans.



Matthew 

•Walked with Jesus after being called from the tax 
collectors booth. 

•Matthew 9:9 (NASB95) — 9 As Jesus went on from 
there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax 
collector’s booth; and He said to him, “Follow Me!” 
And he got up and followed Him.

• Jesus is the king of the Jews.



John

•A unique perspective on Jesus. 

• Specifically written to reveal the truth of Jesus against 
Gnosticism 

•A very dangerous heresy that says, “all matter is evil 
but it doesn’t matter what you do.”

•Redemption was based on knowledge or ascension is 
by knowledge. 



Acts

•The gospels cover 3 years, the acts cover 10 to 
15 years. 

•Acts too place before the gospels were written. 

• It reveals how Christianity began as a Jerusalem 
based, Judaism oriented movement. It became chiefly 
a Gentile world-wide phenomenon.



The goal of the Gospels

•Theology – what to believe.

•Ethics – how to live.
• Experience & Practice – learn & do.



Parables

•Mark 4:10–12 (NASB95) — 10 As soon as He was 
alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began 
asking Him about the parables. 11 And He was saying 
to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the 
kingdom of God, but those who are outside get 
everything in parables, 12 so that WHILE SEEING, THEY
MAY SEE AND NOT PERCEIVE, AND WHILE HEARING, THEY MAY
HEAR AND NOT UNDERSTAND, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN
AND BE FORGIVEN.”



Parables

•2 Corinthians 4:3 (GW) — 3 So if the Good News that 
we tell others is covered with a veil, it is hidden from 
those who are dying.



Parables

•Pure Parables: True - Good Samaritan. Story – Lost 
Sheep, Lost Son

•Similitude: Illustrations for life – Yeast & Dough 

•Metaphor: Salt of the earth

•Epigram: Pick grapes from thrones – Funny, 
amusing, expression of an idea, sarcastic. 





Parables








